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"LN GE the pretended Inualidity of L- 
wont has heen the ea of 
' Canverſation a the Tow I ſer m 
felf to the reading of your Books, ivixh a. de- 
fire to underſtand the juſt Merits of the Cauſg, 
and to find out the Truth. Upon my Peruſal 
of your firſt Book, I found that you propoſed ta 
proceed Mathematically, and aimei at Demons 
Ration in What you untertook to ſet forth. 
kee whge Jer ed J d Ber 
orce af what you alledg d, I th it pro- 
— to ſtate fafrly the main Paine in De; 
date. & far and right Rating of che Controt 
yerſy being ons of the moſt likely means of 
coming to æ juſt and right Determination of 
it. Whereas a Miſſake in this firſt ſtep, muſt 
nceds.occatton: graat Confuſin 
The true State of the Queſtion in debate, 1 
took to be this; Whether the Diane Aut burity 
of the Hlinifter be eſſtntial 50 the Sacrament of . Bap» 
tiſm, and ſo indiſpenfibly 28 by che Iaftits> , 
i KA 2 tion 


— 
* 


8 "hw neee 8 es 
tion f i, that it loſes its proper Efficacy 3 


This. I look d on as. your Doctrine, which 
ou had undertaken to -make good. And I 
ound, that to loppors wha what you had Aﬀert- 

ed, you made uſe of this as your main and 


chi Pringir * N your 2 12 Peſaive 
I ) to as 
= xr 4 ad Jurkiith f1 Forct, N 


Lay Bapt. ion of the Inſt itution it ſelf : That # an eſſential 
_—_ Pag · Part Por ew Inſtitution; and cannot — 2 
; Fag. 14, Jed with. 12 * 25 of the Alminifirg the ; 
175 37. tor in. n 0. e eee 
| * 4 long as t 2 Ae of the Force N 4. 
tion of the ng Inſtitution of Chriſtian Baptiſm 
Therefore the Divine Authority of the Almi rs 
tor is an eſſential Part of that - Shack 41 wel as 
the Matter and Form 2 it; and tho 
Want of that deſtroys its proper E 7 
Ny. This I thought was the 
mental Principle fairly ſtated and re — 
in its full Force and Strength. That which 
moſt eaſily led me into this Opinion of your 
main Deſign, was, the Title of your firſt Book, 


the only vnie that I had ** _— -Bupriſms 
Invalid, or the Invalidity f of Ly" Bop aptiſm. I could 
not but take the Deſign. of ſuch a Book to be; 


to teach the World, that none but Minifers 
or Clergymen; none but Biſhops, Prieſts and 
Deacons, could adminiſter Valid Baptiſm, All 
others, of whatever Denomination, being; 
as I thought, in your Senſe excluded by the 
Divine Inſtitution from à poſſibility of Valid- 
ly adminiſtring that Holy Ordinance. And-I 
ſuppoſed that the Honour and Authority of the Chri- 
lian Prie fi bad, and the Sacred 24 Pow- 
ers," were intended to be Aerced and. Main- 
mined bnd. ee e Dri AT: 
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1 was confirmed in this ny; 


bs i 1 : \ | 
. we | 75 
Chee Prieſthood. © 


Sk 


9 Method of your Reaſoni 
as Liſtinguiſhed from L 


miſſen gixen by Chriſt to his Apof les and their 


Succeſſors, which I cook to be the Chriſtian 
Clergy; and the 1 Clergy in a more 
eſpeclal manner. I ob. 

the Proofs of your Aſſertion, 
the appointed Adminiſtra 


Church of Chrift. In both which, God eſta- 
bliſhed Sacred Orders of Miniſters. found 


you alſo telling us expreſsly, That by ibe Mordt pag. 22. 
appears, That 4 long as Ed. II. 


of the. InFlitution it plainly | 
the World ſhall laſt, the Apoftles and their Suceſſors 


are the Perſons Commiſſioned to Diſciple Nations, 


fred again, That in 
argued from 
of Divine Offi- | 
ces, both under the Law of Moſes, and in the 


eee 35 
ubſe&'; in which 500d ſpeakiofren of Miniffers = 
ry 2 of the C 


Baptizing them.” And again, Nou ſpeak of ſome pig. 23. 


Things, which if true, you ſay, Conſtquently: 
the Pinifters of Chriſt, and Bopricing dud Teac | 
ing would be hr Temporary. I was rivetted {till 
the faſter- in this Perſwaſion, when I found 
you to lay this down as one of your undeniable 
Maxims, That #0 Eccleſiaſtical, or Civil Autbo- 
rity can diſpenſe with any Divine Poſitive Inſtitution. 
I could not but from all this conclude, That 
the Divine Authority of the Adminiſtrators 
of this Sacrament, muſt mean the Divine Au- 
thority of the Cbriſtian Miniſters, excluſive of all 
Laymen whatſoever. I thought my ſelf very 
ſure that your Opinion was, That by the In- 
ſtitution of Chriſtian Baptiſm, and the Divine 
Commiſſion given by Chriſt to his Apoſtles and 
their Succeſſort, which no Power on Earth can 
diſpenſe with; the Divine Commiſſion of the 
Miniſter is made ſo Eſſential a part of the Sa- 
crament, as that no Layman, none but a Bi- 
ſhop, Prieſt or Deacon, in Holy Orders, can 

admimiter 


4 


Pag. 4. 


Sacerd. 
Powers 


p. 83. 


| —— 


proving 
Se * eftablih ir by Authoriry. T — 


that my Suſpicions were not ill grounded. 


vine Inſtitution of it, but that a Layman — 
allowed to do it Effectually enough, wh 
that he had but the Biſhop's Con or the 


17. 
2 5 25 Lis 


fon ar Gare 
tile. And w 
8 „wat e us, The 
3. — ws — 
* to tay (a ry 1 2 
Baptiſm may Aken d 
a0 lage e Sts in the Graſs; and grew ap- 
prehenſive that you would advance ſuch 
new Principles, as inſtead of Lay: Bap+ 


— 


which, I could not but fear 
— x" —— — Wü un 
inſtead of Da 15 , would rather very much 
Prejudice the Sacer dptal Peers which you had 
taken upon you to Aﬀert- And 1 (Gn ſaw 


For in the proſecution of your Argument, I 
found it was not à real Miviſter in Holy Or- 
ders, whom you indiſpenſibly required to — 
Vala Amin ration of ae by the Di 


Churches Direct ien and Autbority therein. | 77 
al 7 Bk you tell 2 owns 75 Conn of the Com 
65 Eliberis, which expreſaiy diretts 6 
uch and ſuch Caſes, to Baptize ; | does — 
4 Lay-Baptiſm, becauſe it does not declord 
any Right that 2 ba ve e ee as pri. 
vate Chriſtians, to Raptize ; but only 8 4 
Power to Baptixe, which they bad not They 
atted by Authority, 2 were Epiſcapaily 7 Autho- 
red Laymen. Epiſcopally Authorized Loymes ! 
Sir, what new — are theſe, whom 
| you 


* 


as? This eis, lam 


7 Hee an Clinch for theſe 1605 


Years and more. | 
You ule the rery ſage Evaſion « to get off 
from the Objections brought againſt you, from 
che Church, of dg. aad che C ulch of 8 
Lay Hope to be Valid. 22 
England commanded Lay- Bapt 
„ 70 Baptize —— fo that P· 6, 7+ 
feb Baptiſms were believed to 
was owing to the Baptisert abling, — 
by Low bed, Churches Power * Aut hority com- 
F 
| ower to w to: | 
the Divine Authority of the Adminiſtrator to be 3 
Eſſential to the Sacrament and its Validity, and 
et to allow Validity to Lay-Baptiſm, becauſe 
o Aut , ſeems to me, I confefs, very 
odd. *Tis, 1 giving up a great deal 
of what your firſt Bo to, and to 
be ſure makes the Tide of it very improper. 
Nay, it ſcarce ſavours of Int 


ricy, to amuſe 
the World with Expeti ations of proving that a 


Lawful Miniſter is an Eſſential part of B 
1 that Sacrament is Invalid [7 when Ti 
niſtred by Laymen,becauſer gnanteo 
Infticution ; and yet at the fame time to allow 
the Validity of ſach Baptiſms, in ſeveral Ages 
and Places of the Chriſtian Church, even 
from the Council of Eliberis, A. D. 305. tothe 
Year 1602. when the Church of England firſt 
peremtorily required a Lauf Miniſter ; only 
becauſe theſe Laymen were Authorized, and had 
the Churches Authority for whac they. did: 
And all this from a Patriot, who, at the ſame 
* * it com as one of his andmialle Mar- 


ims N 


and yet becomes owls 


an over-bearing Zeal to defend Errors, an 


I 


diſpenſe wb any Divine Poſitive ery ev 22 | 
or in any Eſſential 5 "is * 

The Mimiſoration of En 5500 

by the Inſtitution of 2 yon indi 


5 Bi 
Commanid, or the Churches . This 18 


thematical Demonſtration indeed; but it 1 
Sir, of your awkward and inconſiſtent way of 
Reaſoning. Iaſtead of demonſtrating* Lay- 
+ +- Baptiſm to be Invalid, yon have gone farcher 
chan any other Author that 1 know of, to Efta- 


bliſh 1 its Validity. - 
And what could you mean or gelen gn by all 
in- 


© this? Why, it is viſible that this was at | 
tended only as an Artifice, hereby you might 8 


evade the Force of what was to be brought a- 
gainſt your firſt Main Deſign, viz. That the Mi- 


the known Opinions and Determinations, an 
Practice of ſeveral Chriſtian Churches th 


niſter is of the Eſſence of the Sacrament, /and 


all Ages of Chriſtianity. Whoſe JIE 


when produced, for allowing the Validity o 
Lay-Baptiſms, you had found out this-as a 


preſent Reply ro em; that when this is done 


by the Churches Authority, What Validity ſuch 
Baptiſms have, they owe to the Authority of the 
Church, by which ſuch Baptixers acted. 

ls there not a ſtrange Infatuation attendin 


to impoſe Miſtakes under the ſpecious Title 


of Apoſtolical Doctrines; that it ſhould drive Men 


into ſuch apparent Abſurdities and Contradi- 
ctions? And that it ſhould, as it were, force- 
ably betray them into double Dealing and 


Colluſion, even when they make the moſt 
hearty Profeſſions of Probity and Integrity, 
For I would, Sir, impure all this rather to the 


badneſs 


bernd 3 dex Civil Authority can | 


þ — — % ee oc cc. oc bY 


"JI ©, Rai 
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& Doerr? 
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* 

NF $ v4 1 - F . r 9 15 bes th wh AF 3 1 * 

badneſs of your Cauſe bit: | 


e, 
TD. 


| 


your firſt Book, you had provided your fe 

of this Exaſſon Againſt you wanted it, ff 

the begintiing.” And that by a ſubtle Addition f 
of the word Safe. Chriftian Baptiſm, Tay Pag. ui 


Von, is Ro to be adminiſtred Kt r 23·˙ 
i cceſſoze, either bemſelvef in Pirſon, 
or by their Subikttukes. And this word is pretty 

often repeated Now, as Biſhops are the A+ 
.poſtles Succeffors,' fo one who ſuſpected no 
Guile, might: be apt to thing that Sub#itures, 
might refer to Prieſts and. Deacons, who 
are the Biſhops Curates or Subſtitutes, if you 
have a defire to call them ſo. But when 1 
found the Churches Authorizing Laymen to 
Baptize, pleaded-as the Foundation of the Va- 

lidity of ſuch Baprifms, I ſaw that Subſtzrutes 

was intended for another Meaning, and ano- 

ther Purpoſe: And that it reached co all, whe- 

ther Laymen or Women, whom the Biſhops 

of the Church ſhould Impower, or Authorize 

to adminiſter that Sacrament. And theſe I 

take'to be ſuch as you, in another Place, call Diſ]. Bapt. 

God's Lawful Atrornce mn. © Nalbpitts 
When I had gone thus far in reading and 

meditating upon your Principles and Reaſon- 

ings, I could not but Pauſe a little, and thus 

Reflect. Bleſs me! Is this the mighty Cham» 

pion of the Church of England and irs Clergy? ' , 

Inſtead of convincing the World, that by the 

Ordinances of Chrift, Lay-Baptiſm is Inva- 

lid, and the Ordained Minifter Eſſential to the 

due Efficacy of that Holy Sacrament: He has 

found out a new way of Baptizing by the Di- 

vine Authority of Chriſt's Commiſſion, with- 

out the Clergy. And ſach an one, as if once 

adhered to, it will 12 hereafter be Neceſſ- 


0 aw 1 5 
2 2 by ay em, Shou 
| iſtred by 0 5 
pe the Concluſion to be 7 65 om It. * 21 
can m Brethrep, of the Sacred Order, 4ir un- 
1 NFA e 
get from them? Can the 


che true Fe jon of al 

pity, as not o m 2 

of Biſhops : NN Ogg s appointing, 75 
d, adele 1 2 for the 
Perfor ivine ces, who are not 
of the ergy. 14 ever {the | Diſſenrers ad- 
Vance any th ng more Miſchtevous. to the 
K an this/p preceded Debendef 

it 


1 muſt e 900 DOM, Sir, beg leave to "Ar 
gue and Expoſtulate a little with you upon 
this Subject; with a deſire to know of you ex, 
prelsly and directly, Whether you will adhere 
to, ha undertake to make good this Aﬀerti» 
on; That an Authorized: Layman can by Chriff's 
Commiſſion and L adam ter Val 
| Will you, 1 ſay, adhere tO, Is as your al 
ciple, or will you give it up; That the Di. 
vine Authority of the Adminiſtratar of 10 
Baptiſm, pleaded by you to be an Eſſential Fart 
of the Sacrament, may include an Awhorized r. 


man ? 


If you will give this Doctrine up, which 
* truth I think the faireſt way, and a piece 
8 of Juſtice to the Appropriating Laws of the; 
[2 al Powers ; you muſt then give up with 6 
N all that Part of your Anſwer to Allegati 
your Adverſaries; in which they plead fort 
Validity of Lay-baptiſm from the Canons of Cas 
Councils, or the allowed Practice of an 
ſtian Churches; and you muſt be ale 


* 


e NR 
is 6h} that ull ſach-Authoricies are 
dajvot oxy ale digg 50 1 
. "his vun will Nil f. 

— and inſiſt e. 
muſt then conſider whether wie &.Conſequeti: [ 
ces Will not foo from . I 

1. Thae Lawful Miniſter is fr 
aw of this Sucrhmemt; for if he 
B 
lidly adminiſter it) and Lapman 
could not Rave atty DD Ani 
therein. one of theſe is direct Contra 
Sion to ehe other; and chereſore, that 1 
haves right: Underſtanding of your D6Rrificy 
and Principles, us t this Aer beg of you 
to let me know which: of thefe you” St GE 
to, in tlas they cannot poſſibly be boch true 
H yon will grant me hat ie is dot the Bivm 
Authority of che Lawful Ordu,ðẽQ Miniſter, bur 
only of the Auborized Adminiſtrator; WhO may 5 
be a Layman, tllat is dn Effi Parr of the 
Sacrament?” I twwve indeed then found'our the 
Principle, the Truth of which x aut ro-examitr,” 
But then, Sir, here 1s CITING eis 
2. Another Difficulty avis aid you, whith 
to me ſeams a very great one: Vie. That then 
it cannot be Repugnint to the Eſſence of this Sa. 
crament, that it hu be adiuiſtred by a Lays: 
may. Por if it were; no Biſhop, no Councit, 
no Church could give 1 n 6 therein; ;os\ . 
ie Validity therero. This is juſt Reaſon- 
ng: upon Nog Py rn ae and wedeniably 
Maxim Thar wharis an al Part ia a Dis: 
vine Poſitive Inſtitetion, ma Authority whether: Ev 
leſiaſtical'or Civil, can Jiſpenſe with-5 i. e. None 
can Hutborixe that to be aeg on mals Valid” 
dy that Authority. For that would, be to givo | 
he Validity of a Sacrament” to chat which is 
no o Saerament. And W i not a 
| B 2 Sacra: 


FA e 


57 
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Sacrament which wants Mi Pur 
it. Here then again, Methinks you 
: 1 Juſtice, give up all Pretences to 


gcgen ibolag tone 
| the Ghurcher Authority. wg 1 


this ſhort Queſtion: II it hg 
1 


then do you, or your Friends lay any ſtreſs on 


1 


8 


* 


* 3 


5 Sir, give me a plain, direct Anſwer to 
to the Efſen- 
Chriſtian Baptiſm that it ſhould be allttini: 
# Layman.or ? Det your Anſwer be 
but Auelt and — "Te 82 * 
1 1 « a no; * 
i true raced fee 
orid the certain nv | 
it be fepugnant to the 2224 50 that Divine 
Ordinance that it ſnould be ſo adminiſtred, why 


the Lay-baptiſm being Autborized," or Unaut bo- 
rixed? Can any Powers .on-Earch Authorize 
Men to do that, which by a Divine Poſitive In 


ſtitution is made repuguant to an Eſſential Part of 
the Ordinance? 


e aſhamed to inſinuate it. 
Remember your own- undeniable Maxim, and 
deſire your great Apollo to e you out of 
theſe Difficulties. 

If you anſwer; That it is not repugnant to 
the Eſſence of this Sacrament, that it be ad- 
miniſtred by a Layman, but only, that it be 
not done without a Divine Authority in the Per- 
ſon, whoever he be, committed to him from the 
Apoſtles Sacceſſors: | Ir is plain, That by this 
Diſtinction and Solution you allow, that the 
Divine Authority of the Prieſibod may be ſepa 
rated from the Funion. And this is that Bo- 
. &rine which I cannot but Complain of, a8 
abſolutely deſtructive of all the Divine Inſti 
tution of a Perpetual ſtared Miniſtry. And ac: 
cordingly, . if your Aatborixed Lay Baptizers bs 
allow'd to at by the Divine W of 
h s Commi * | 

3. Third 


*. 
, 0 


How you will 


» 


Thew'your Mf chat | 
che Divine - 


the Dirine Inſtitution 


C 


in the Chriſtian Church by 
tion? Or whether they had Power at 
Aut borixe Lay Elders, if they. ſo thought fit, to 
che Sacred Miniſtration of thoſe Offices ? Con- 
WH ſider this well, and think of the Conſequen- 
ces of your Aſſertions, before you give your 
Anſwer for the Divine Authority of Lay-Ad- 
miniſtrators. I cannot but think that the very 
Being of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, and of all irs 
Divine Rights, Privileges and Authorities, de- 
pend very much upon the Determination of 
this Queſtion. And be very ſure that you do not 
run into Rank Fanaticiſm, while you pretend 
ſuch a mighty Zeal againſt it. And in your 
Solution of this Difficulty, take this into your 
Accodan, ee | | 
4. Whether you will allow the ſame, as to 
the other Sacrament of the Lord's Supper ? I 
could not bur ask this Queſtion, becauſe 2 


6 to 


do, ach che 
dec alcho' 
ſweel ta [Objection is this, tat mhle /w. 
mon Wethink ir better to diſienſe with fach 


n 3: whictacearding'td the Senſe oſ 
Aue Primitive Church, is an Ordinance not 


„ dF RAS t ——I:)ñ 
- 


- willinghys be inform n the 


ſoning,. repugnant to/the.Efſentials of one-Sa-' 


to Empgwer Laymen to the one as well as to! i 


Argument againſt: Wi who 
[Our At 


aJargahd rrega/arity; rather than the brucli 
of the — 2cuchy when: adminiſtra — 


than to cum into the Hrror of Re- 


tobe ed Rut ig ö — 
Condens: actice of as altogether 
nala wine, Bug. du, whale you allow: the . 
viſ ation of) Loymen, to be wich the 
y arr) Chriſt's Commiſſion, cam ging 
Reaſan g in m 3 "why futh Lay. 
men my not act. as: Valid in both the 
raments, as in ones: - defirs 207 he Satis 
fed: innthis Particular: Whether rhe, Authos | 
rized Layman may, or may not as Effecualily 
as Chriſtis Suhſcitt, and Laavful Attorneys ad 
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